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The Heavy Officers Bill

Unique claims upon tho government
promise to be made by virtue of the an-

nual physical test required of naval off-

icers The order which sought to os-

tabltah an annual demonstration of physi-

cal fitness in the hope of oncouraging
regular exercise on the part of Individ-

uals set forth three methods by which
fin oflteer might furnish evidence of Ws

ability to pertonn his professional duties
He could walk propel a bicycle or ride
a hone the distance in the three days
allotted for the test being rendered in
the equivalent presumably on a scientific
bests although there appears to be some
difference of expert opinion now regard
Ing the exactness of these relative eondi
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It Is interesting to know that some
oncers who have been put to unusual
expense in preparing for or In making
the test BOW appear as claimants for
reimbursement In tho amounts they have
disbursed One officer who possesses
weight which makes walking dlftcult
and bicycle riding perilous chose the
horse u the means of satisfying the
official requirement of agility and endur
ance He was obliged to patronize a local
livery tor the temporary use of an ani-
maL He was bilged to rent a horse of
sins and strength and his preliminary
rides and the threeday test itself were
only conducted It Is understood under
many restrictions imposed by livery-
man At all events he emerged from
this physical test about SCO out of pocket
Another officer expended about half that
sum in a similar act of public duty
These oncers believe they should be re-

imbursed for the amounts they have ex-

pended just as they would have refunded-
to them money which they spent in per-

forming public travel under official orders
It so happens however that the officers

who rods or walked In tbe annual physi-
cal test have not been ordered to that
demonstration The adroit officials of the
Navy Department have simply author
mod an officer to take a physical test
at his convenience This seems to be

criminating phraseology which does the
naval admInistration inftnUe credit as a
contribution to public economy The cor
pulent naval officer therefore who was
obliged to draw upon his personal Income
to perform a test upon the results of
which depend his continuance on the ac-

tive list finds that he to authorised
to discharge an obligation and he must
pay the freight

The Ideal Wife
Now that Chicago has definitely to-

catd the ideal husbandor at least the
mooer husband which must be pretty

much the seine thing It is interesting to
learn that a Philadelphia clergyman has
undertaken to discover the ideal wife

We suspect It would be pleasant to
know just what sort of wife an Ideal

Is or could be or should be Every-
man who has no wife devoutly hopes he
may have an ideal specimen when he
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does acquire one of course Very few
who have wives are utterly

from a more or lOss haunting suspicion
that they may not be precisely ideal in
all human probability

But what is an ideal wife anyway Is
she one who never nasa and never ex-

cessively speeds and never Is away from
horn at the wrong time or at home at
the wrong time Is she one who never
bothers around the business office dur j

lug rush hours or says disagreeable j

things about your neighbors wife whom
think particularly pretty perhaps-

Is she all of these things or some of
them or none of them We confess we
do not know Tastes are so varied and
so different that the ideal of one may-

be the bate notr of the other and the
home wherein every prospect pleases to
this eye may be the home of grotesque
and UHonchantlag proportions to that

The only variety of wits we can think
of who might ba designated even

ideal we fear is the one
who can discover how beet and most per-
suasively tb manage her husband and
adapt herself to his varying moods and
tempers It she can keep him reasonably
will pleased gastronomically soothingly
cottseiontlous of a mild mental superior-
ity sad smugly content that his business
judgment Is never legitimately the tar
get of adverse criticism justly founded
site must indeed be very nearly ideal

And this latter thought leads us to
wonder It after all the Ideal wife is
ndk much more numerous than more man
1 to suspect generally Doubtless
naajr demurs and sweetly innocent

U this world would smile knowingly
enegh were the suggestion thrown at-

h nrodptotaiy abd without gtvta her
tine to consider It at any considerable

A man yelled to a woman a few yards
of him the other day 0h you

k l Wait for me A stranger
pronipMy knocked him down The wom-

an was the mans wife hut the Judge

men firM
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discharged the stranger averring that
his act was that of a real gentleman
This did not happen In chlvalrjc Charles
ton or gallant Galveston It happened-
In Plttsburg Pa Well

Again Methuselah

Having been moved to some more or

lese pertinent remarks a little while ago

concerning the senselessness of socalled
higher criticism of the Bible we made

specific mention of tho late Methuselah

and noted some scientific attempts
to revise his ago downward Attention
was called to tho fact that years were
really months in earlier Biblical times
In the philosophy of a certain Investl
gator and that by a rational reduction-
in accordance therewith tho patri-

archs age ought to be set down as hav
ing been a fraction over eighty as wo
reckon time nowadays and not 500 as
is duly accredited him In the Holy Writ
By a parallel process the extreme lon-

gevity alleged in tho Bible with respect
to other famous characters suffered Blm

liar revision
Now comes a Virginia correspondent

one who knows his Bible well moreover
and challenges this Iconoclastic maltreat-
ment of Methuselah and to good pur-

pose If he Inquires this wise man of
modern times Is so sure that the year
of Methuselahs time was merely the
month of today how happens it that
Enos became the father of Cainan at
ninety the which reduced to modern fig-

ures would be seven and onehalt years
And that Cainan became tho father of
3 ahalaleol at seventy or reduced a
fraction less than six years This of
course is the reductio ad absurdum It
knocks downward revision of Methuselah
galley west and we are glad of it

Tho roil truth of tho matter is crtlt
clam of the Bible is dangerously tick
lish business in any circumstances It
is best that it be taken as heretofore
suggested just as It is without one plea
Our firm faith to believe is the sheet an-

chor of our hopes We tamper with the
very foundations of our spiritual struc-
ture when we question too critically
where we may not invariably
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After all there was something to say
oven for the old minister upon whom
the very sad boys played the question-
able joke of posting two pages of Ws

Bible together in such wise that he road
And tho rib which tho Lord God hail

taken from man made He a woman
here turning the two pasted pages and
continuing the breadth of fifty cubits
and the height of thirty cubits Mo-

mentarily astounded though he may have
been he questioned it not but lifting his
eyes remarked to his congregation

Brethren and sisters I do not recall
having read this before but I direct
yow attention to the fact that It justifies
the Word wherein elsewhere It is writ
There were giants In those days and
that some of us are fearfully antI won-

derfully made
The happiest people are those who do

not seek too diligently to untangle every
little kink they encounter in the Bible
The larger and compelling truths are
gloriously sufficient unto our several
necessities

The Crowded Street Car
Complaints of overcrowded street cars

during certain hours of the day appear
to be common to all cities hi the United
States The straphanger is everywhere
and the aching arms and weary feet do
not grow less The conclusion of an
official of Kansas City after a tour of
comparative Investigation Is that when
there Is a business rush there is a street-
car rush and If there Is no street car
rush it means that there is no bualneee
rush That is to say congestion of
riders makes the busy hours In street-
cars as in restaurants and banks One
trouble seems to be that the American
people are impatient They will not wait
for an uncrowded car and they wilt not
walk

in Paris that no man can ride
in a hued public vehicle would be wildly
broken in an American city Thus a
Ivansas City conductor whose car was
full did not halt for more waiting pas-

sengers but when he stopped to let a
woman alight an angry crowd pulled th
trolley from the wire and boarded th
car while it was being put back The
average rider seems witling to endure be-

ing squeezed in a packed car but resents
being left on a corner when eager to
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somewhere If cars are run at short dis-

tances passengers will crowd the that
Perhaps that is because they will not be-

lieve that other cars are coming The
remedy does not appear and Investiga-
tions Inconclusive

We still remain of the opinion never-
theless and notwithstanding that faker

liar and fraud not only add nothing
to a north pole Argument of any possible
value otherwise but that they positively
operate to discredit It primarily

The Democratic vote in Virginia was
cut down sharply this year as was also
the Republican vote in Massachusetts
A good many people In this country seem
to be more or less discontented politically
one way or another

And after the flies are exterminated as
the scientists say they must be it is to
be hoped It will not be discovered that
the flies hold In check something worse

The per capita wealth of the United
States Is 31S11 Anticipating your
petulant Inquiry gentle reader your at-
tention Is called to the fact that large
sections of various per caaitas are en-
gaged In benevolently chasing hook
worms down South

More than a hundred killed in a recent
battle n Nicaragua Those warrior
down there should be careful If every-
body Is killed in the present revolution
there will be nobody to kill in the one
next week

The fact that Commander Peary Is to
get 5130 por word for a forthcoming
magazine article probably not occa-
sion an acute crisis in the Outlook edi-

torial sanctum however

The recess Insurglng of the antlCan
nonUefl has boon quite Interesting and
not unbeautlful to per It Is what hap-
pens when Congress is in session for all
of that that really counts

Mr Tafts refusal of a particularly
appetizing mint julep in Macon is said
to have grieved no little Oonrossman
Bartletts faithful old colored retainer
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who concocted It Doubtless however
the latter Interesting personage felt

after he had disposed of It hlmnelf
which he most undoubtedly did

Relations always give us a lot of
trouble whether they are foreign or
domestic says the Baltimore Sun Es-
pecially poor relations presumably

Tho prompt denial from Africa was
neither short nor ugly but It was vary
welcome

Uncle Joe Cannon avers that ho dOOs

not care a hoot that being Latin for
something else If ho does snore in the
Pullmans Reforming Uncle Joe Is

bo no childs play

An astronomer claims that there is no
moisture whatever on Mars Evidently
tho Martian prohibitionists have a
tem that boats earthly variety be
nignly and sufficiently

Mr Gaynor is going to be hard put
to It to keep the wolf from Tammanys
door during the forthcoming four yours

Cook must act at once says the
Jackson Miss News Well lot us hope
It Is not to be In Uncle Toms Cabin

Soda water dispensers say that the
winter season Is now almost If not quite
as profitable as tho summer And yet
there remain people who do not believe
women are constantly widening their
sphere of endeavor

A Nebraska judge has decided that a
does not necessarily constitute a

proposal His honor does net propose
that there shall be one sort of law for
tho seashore and another tor the In-

terior

A man was run over by three automo-
biles down South the other day Tho
only possible sliver lining we see to this
cloud is that the autos bunched their hits

After football what Inquires the
Jacksonville TimesUnion A long stay
In tho hospital and even the grave all
too frequently sad to relate

What will cotton do asks the Ra-
leigh News and Observer Ah the cas-
tles In Spain that would materialize If
we only knew
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Gov Haskell has been lambasted from
sods to hock fron string beans to hell
splits and well swear It begins to look
like he was about the cleanest of the
bunch says the Oklahoma Times Apro-
pos of certain statements heretofore

we arise to remark that this is one
paragraph the Oklahoma Times did not
steal from Tho Washington Herald

The press agent is again taking
mighty good care of Mr Roosevelt
notes a contemporary Again r Is not

still a better word

Senator JeW Davis says Mr Taft is
a Mr Taft seems to have
inherited a large slice of the proverbial

Roosevelt luck

Mr Victor Murdock says Mr Speaker
Cannon talks through his Mr
Cannon does not say how Mr Murdock
talks though perhaps It is not because
he has never thought to consider

ANENT PUBLIC MEN

Mr Cannons DccnlotrneF-
MH the Ira CapItaL

Daete Joe can b coasted oe fcjr the Banud-
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Mr Fulrlmnk Sacrifice
FTOM the SprigsoU liopohneaa

KM tarfltuuat MM Inca China rinds 4m-

i anything that baa ussr from Attica
ta rootat months Mr Fairbanks white H tile far
Kaet has Merited hit familiar chin wfciihor M
fear to the political cartoonist of Ida aatfeo mad

Mr Roosevelts Entourage
From tht Chicago

fe reported that the people who necoaacaaied-
CoU lUMMTdt on hIs African hunting trip an al
MOlt worn oat aa a remit of their olocta to loop

with him Still they wilt net ueeria amen jrit

Tim tecw before they started what waa oenatoc to

Mr Taft on Waterways
From the Omaha Be-

Mr Tilt fe nnqmrnoMbly mood ta hIs argument
afahttt piecemeal apportionment The plan for n

greet waterway highway from the Lakes to the Gulf
a stogie entarprfca laganUaas of tea

mediate local ambitions te any part of time riley
at fe the Iaaama Canal

THE STRANGER OX TilE SILL

Between the broad tel of wheat and cam
In tbe lowly bane where I wan torn
Tho poach tree loans apatnat She wall
And the woodbine wanders over all

Theie fe the shaded doorway still
Bat a strangers foot erosed the sol

There fe the as of yore
I can imU the hay from tile open door
And see the busy swallows throng
And hear the pewees monrafnt tons

life sheaves are piled to the heated rOot

And watchd the shadowy
Tin s y Wo Imbibed sore ahado tha Mm
The swing fro bough still swoons the air
nut Urn strangers children aro ewlacmg them

With bulrush brook when the
Twas then I fond the attamu

Bat the sUanRsrH bucket fe at tin

0 y who daly crcas the sill
tee lightly fcr I love it still

And when you crowd the old barn cares
Then think what count Its harrest shear
Han paid within that limited door
To gljuidct the ye that see

DM Madly with these orchard
when TOW r ilMrwn crowd ynur knees

Their sweeten fniit they shall impart
As if old memrhM stirrd their heart
To ywfMul Mill learo th swinjc

And in sweet Wfrrnw hold the n1ng
Thomas Buchanan Read
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A LITTLE NONSENSE-

A REAL JOY RIDE
Tho roal thing in Joy rides

la taken in a hack
Its wheels bedight with ribbons white

And streamers at its back

The real thing In Joy rides
Is very nice very nice

Your friends enthuse with ancient shoos
And shining grains of ride

Tho real thing In Joy rides
Is truly hard to beat

Your bonny bride sits by your side
Upon the cushioned seat

Poetical Rates1
I have hore a poem explained tho

proud author which I should like to
have you publish at your usual terms

AH right said the editor of tho
Plunkvllle Palladium Ten cents a line
for one Insertion or we will run It thirty
times for J6

No Doubt
What happen when women have

the ballot
1 expect there will be a big rush

among tho young men to get out tho
goodlooking vote

Barely Possible
Oh tho airship lately roasted

Has acquired a wider range
We may see this offer posted

Autos taken In exchange

Pair Game
He has a theory that women are not

fit to bo trusted with money
Introduce me It ought to be easy to

stick him for the drinks

Three Generations
Tho grandfather acquired wealth as a

dealer In seal oil and whale blubber The
sons greatest ambition was to loam tho
business

SAnd the grandson
He wants to forget the business

The Dictionary Man
We have ascertained the composer of

this old song but wo dont know to
whom to attribute the words

In that cue Just credit tho words to
Noah Webster

ORIGIN OF THE WELEERS

Editor of Dickeniilnn Says Snm
AVuw Maltcnp of Several Persons

B W laU in Loudest Daily Hew

will

Sam Woller like many of the characters
in the novels of Charles Dickens is as
much a reality as any personage in his
tory so that new facts however small
concerning him are of Interest to the gen-

eral public and therefore worth record
tag There has been appearing In the

during the last day or two a story
from a man possessing the
George Wilier living in Bamsgate In
which he states that it Is quite true that
Dickens took the name of his famous
character from my grandfather This
is contrary to the known and oftqttotod
facts in regard to the origin and name
of the immortal Sam and should not be
allowed to go unchallenged

Previous commentators and authorities
have recorded the fact that the name of
Wetter was suggested to the novelist by
that of a servant in the employ of the
Dickens family when residing In Ordnance
terrace Chatham She was no doubt
related to ThomU Weller who kept the
Oranby Head public house then in the
High street there This last fact prob-
ably suggested further the sign of Mrs
Wellers hostelry at Docking the Marquis-
of Qranby The transition from Tommy
Weller to Tony Waller says Robert Lang
ton in book The Childhood and
Youth of Dickens is not a very violent
one and the origin of this celebrated
character is obvious enough Many a
character and acen in DickenS early
writings were the outcome of the nove-
lists early association with Chatham life
of these days

If Dickens modeled his character of Sam
upon any one it was on the imaginary
Simon Spatterdmsh a character in the
farce entitled The Boarding House
played for the fret time at the Lyceum
Theater on August 27 1811 again in 1822

sad which was very popular from 183098
at the Surrey and other playhouses Sam
Wilier was Introduced into The Pick
wick Papers In 1831 Simon Spatterdash
was continually uttering what have since
become known as AVellerisms and a
selection of them will be found in a pam-
phlet entitled The Origin of Sam Wel
len which booklet also gives a full his-
tory of the subject The original Imper-
sonator of Simon was Samuel Vale and
here again is another suggestion for
Sam Welters name Sam Vale Sam
Valer Sam Yeller Convert tbe V
into a W and there you are as Sam
Weller himself would have put It Sam
Weller

But there is some confusion about the
Ramsgate George Welters story

They that Is Dickens and his
grandfather knew each other and were
on friendly terms during the time Dick
ens lived at Broadstalrs and you may re
member that the novelist took the title
of one of his Bleak House from-
a wellknown residence there

Now Dickens first went to Broadstalrs
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for a summer holiday in 1S87 and there
put the finishing touches to The Plck
wick Papers in his lodgings in the High
street there So It we agree that Dickens
met the Ramsgate Mr Weller on this
his first visit to Broadstairs George Wel
Jers statement is a little confusing since
Sam Weller had been created at least a
year previously George Wallers state-
ment about Bleak House is also In
correct for Dickens did not take the
name of his book from a wellknown
residence there The wellknown resi-
dence of that name at Broadstalrs was

Fort House in Dickens time and was
then his own house Some time after he
left it the new tenant renamed it Bleak
House as a compliment to the novelist
who had Just commenced hit now serial
novel with that title The Bleak House
of the story as a matter of fact was
located at St Albans and not a lino of
the novel was oven written at Broad
stairs

¬

¬

Agreed with the Court
From UK Dundee Advertiser

A lawyer came Into court drunk when
Judge said to him

Sir I am sorry to see you In a situa-
tion which is a disgrace to yourself and
family and tho profession to which you
belong

This reproof olicUed the following

DW your honor speak to
I did sir I said sir that in

opinion you disgraced yourself and fam-
ily tho court and the profession by your
course of conduct

May pleaso your I have
been an attorney this ccourt
for fifteen years and permit pie to say
your honor that this Is the first correct
opinion I ever knew you to give

Very Tame
Kiem the Chicago IlecordHeraW

Did you have any thrilling adven-
tures while you were mountain climbing
In Switzerland

No It wasnt half as difficult or excit-
ing as crossing one of Chicagos terntip
streets

Another Benson
From the Kansas City Xkow-

Ho called his Jug of whisky a bird-
cage because It had many swallows In
It

Yes and also It gives him bats In his
belfry
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PEOPLE AND THINGST-

he Bathe of Cities
Tho real population of city Is not

necessarily the number of people within
Its political boundaries It is in reality
composed of those dependent upon the
contral community In this sense New
York City would be considered as in-

cluding Jersey City Hoboken and New
ark The rule of this method of calcu-

lation Is to Include all contiguous areas
having 10000 or more Inhabitants to the
square milo This would place the popu-

lation of New York at 4232000 of Chi-

cago at 1768000 Philadelphia 1273000
Boston 766000 That of London in 1805

would be 5651000 It is calculated that
New York Is growing at twice the rate
of London Which It will overtake In
population If tho rate Is maintained
within twenty years But this method
requires care In application which would
be almost sure of dispute in rival cities
Thus the Influence of a metropolis may
extend beyond State lines as New York
and Philadelphia may ba said

to meet In New Jersey

Home Exhibit
Nashville ha been having an exhibit

of homemade products One Industry
that Is exploited Is the manufacture of
shoes and citizens are encouraged to
patronize the local Industry In order to
Increase employment It Is urged that

the citizens should spend their money at
homo But Nashville is not isolated and
its business with the outer world keeps
on growing The deeper significance of
the movement seems to be an ambition-
to encourage manufacturing Industries of
a more diversified nature Tho coopera
tion of the region roundabout whose peo-

ple buy and sell in Nashville might pro
mote the desired result

Atlanta Bond Issue
Atlanta Is to vote upon the Question of

a bond Issue and a ccromlttoo of citizens
is holding meetings In every ward The
money la needed for extending the water
and sewer systems The statement is
made that theee need Improvement In
order to promote immunity from possible
epidemic in the hot weather A bond
Issue of 200000 is desired for these

and for the public schools a hos-
pital and the construction of crematories
It does not appear in the published ap-

peals to support the propositions why pri-

vate enterprise may not bo trusted to
supply the crematories But the advo-
cates of the bond issue are showing
themselves very much in earnest

A Boston Husking Doc
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The oldfashioned husking bee celebrat-
ed in times of yore the gathering of the
corn crops Then the neighbors gathered
in the barn aad after the work there
was the dance It was a revel that boat
church sociables and holiday festivals
The Vermont Association of Boston has
Just enjoyed such a merrymaking In
place of a maple ugar party There was
plenty of corn pumpkins pitchforks and
lanterns and the cider had the proper
tang There was the coy maiden who
found red ear and tried to hide It
In vain and then blushingly the
penalty while trying to keep her face
covered by her hands there was the
older maiden who worked as fast as-

her fingers possibly could work to dis-

cover as many red oars as she could
there was the older woman of family
who proudly held up the object of her
search s a challenge and many other
types of husking merrymakers After the
husking there was a luncheon of pie
doughnuts and cheese crackers popcorn
and apples and then a dance

Mexicos Centennial
Mexico next year will celebrate the

centenary of the beginning of its revolt
against Spanish rule which resulted in
independence after years of struggle
Hidalgo the priest who led the rebellion
met with crushing defeat yet his motives
have remained unquestioned and his
memory is to receive high honors He
lived In medieval days but the celebration
Is to be modern and practical At Saltillo
where he once lived the citisens propose
to observe the centenary by paving
streets and in other parts of Mex-
ico public Improvements are to be In-

augurated The federal government also
has extensive plans for carrying out the
same idea programme calls for an
expenditure of nearly tOCO ft on schools
charitable Institutions the National Mu-
seum public monuments and parks
Whatever may go to mere show there is
to be a flue lot of permanent improve-
ments to make the celebration memorable
This seems like a Northern programme
It It could include a demonstration of
Improved conditions of labor there would
be added reason for rejoicing

Safety at a Celebration
The transportation faculties of New

York City seem to have earned one white
mark The surface elevated and sub
way lines carried 47SMltt passengers dur-
ing the HudsonFulton celebration from
September S to October 2 inclusive not a
death resulting from accident in handling
the enormous crowds The public service
commission kept careful watch upon the
transportation lines during the celebration
and received dally reports on the hand-
ling of the immense traffic Figures from
these reports have been sent by the com-
mission to the HudsonFulton committee

the
paid

Its

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

During the period mentioned there were
only twenty accidents resulting in injury-
to passengers of which seven occurred on
September 26 seven on September 2S live
on September 30 and one on October S

This is lower than the average number of
accidents in ordinary traffic and In the
opinion of the commission shows the at-

tention and care exercised in the provi-
sions made for the safe transportation of
the people In the accidents which oc
curred there was nothing to indicate that
any one of them directly connected
with the celebration

Dlrtiit seed It
From Bee Ytaat

Mme Crapaud Have you given some
fresh water to the goldfish Anon

Se femme de chambre No maam they
havent finished what I gave them the
other day yet

WIlt
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MYSTERIES OF BIRD LIFE

From Ute Chicago Eraotog Post
The hermit thrushes are feeling the

pinch of cold and are moving silently
southward with the fox sparrows and
the whltethroats keeping them good com-

pany They have been preceded by a
great army Of songsters less well equip-
ped to stand the hardships of northern
campaigning under conditions of frost
and scarcity of food

The mystery of the causo of the migra-
tion has never been explained It is no
puzzle to understand why birds pressed
by hunger and cold will seek a land of
warmth and plenty but why do they
leave It to come back over thousands of
miles of land and water with every rod
of the way beset with danger Why do

hardy species that cia live and
grow fat among the snow banks follow
and at times lead their weaker fellows to
the mild latitudes The migration is a
mystery and It probably will remain one
until man learns better to interpret
tho ways of nature

It is impossible to estimate with any
thing like accuracy the losses to tho bird
ranks caused by yielding to the Impulse-
of travel Hundreds of thousands of the
voyagers perish every spring and fall In

the Journeys to and from the nesting
land We read of birds that ride the
storm Those that ride successfully are
few The sea and lake coasts are strewn
with th bodies of victims that are over
taken in midnight by the seasons gales
Great numbers of birds migrate at night
and when a fog covers their path and
headlands and shore lines and river
courses are lost to thorn they fly blindly
against the lighthouse panes and against
towers and tall buildings No species of
bird is exempt from these night
From humming bird to great blue
they are done to death In multitudes

The dangers are not all confined to the
night travel Goldencrowned thrushes
kinglets and kill themselves by
scores dilly by flying against windows
through which the light from some far-
ther window shines deceivingly Sharp
shinned and Coopers hawks hang on the
flanks and rear of the migrating hosts
and strike down the stragglers The
game birds run a gantlet of shotguns
from Hudson Bay to the Gulf of Mexico
and beyond T e wonder grows year by
year that so many of the birds survive to
come back to the April fields

One species of plover makes the yearly
Journey from Alaska to Patagonia Some
members of tho warbler family seem-
ingly the frailest of our birds travel by
night stages from Canada to the Interior
of Mexico The winter homes of nearly
all of our birds have been located but
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no man yet knows the winter resort of
the great hosts of chimney swifts er-
roneously but generally called chimney
swallow The swifts leave and they
come back and beyond this science
knows little or nothing These familiar
birds of summer have held their secret
through the ages and have added their
own puzzle to the general mystery of the
migration

WOMEN IN CATOS DAY

Xo Easy Job for Ancient Boss to Dc
feat Organized Roman Matrons

FXNO theOatteok
Among other interesting phases of Ro-

man life which Prof Abbott in his
Society and Polities in Ancient Rome

presents at close range Is the position
of women in public affairs Englishmen
may be consoled by the knowledge that
the Roman had their troubles 2WO years
ago and that suffragette is not a
modern monstrosity After the battle of
Canaan when Rome had to call out
last reserve resources a law was passed
forbidding any woman to wear a perU
colored garment or to ride in a chariot
except its religious purposes Later when
prosperity had returned and the Roman
women very naturally wished to resume
their finery sod to drive about m their
chariots they persuaded two of the
tribunes to propose a repeal of the law
and used other methods so violent that
Llvy declared that the matrons were kept
at home neither by persuasion modesty
nor the authority of their husbands They
blocked up all the approaches to the
Forum Importuning men to vote for the
restoration of their rights

posed to them and used the most tm
gallant language concerning their au-
dacious attempt to Interfere with politics
and he sums up his remonstrance In the
sentence As soon as they have begun to
be your equate they will be your su-
periors American women have already
attained that position without casting a
ballot

The Roman women Vent so far as to
organize the Conventus Matronarum or
the Little Senate as It called hold
tug meetings oa the Quirinal and settling
questions of dress precedence and the
use of carriages There appears to have
been a good deal of frank talk with

to women among the Romans and
Clodla whose character had more aspects
than could be wisely described in these
columns was called by Casing Scent
Clytomnastra a phrase which shows
how real the Roman courage wa and
also suggests the origin of the American
slang use of thirty cents as a Mark
of low value

OneIde Curs
Tacoma dispatch ta San Frawfoeo Chronics

Since the street car company increased
the suburban fares the conductors on
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the Regents Park line have had their
troubles One rail of this line lies hi the
city where not more than ftve cents can
be charged The other rail lies In the
county The passengers insist upon rid-
ing on the city side for fear that they
may have to pay more If they rWe on
the other side and the ears list tike half
loaded schooners

how Men Get There
From TttBha

Mamma said little fle men
ever to heaven

Why of course my dear What makes
you

Because I never see any pictures C

angels with whiskers
Well said the mother thoughtfully

some men do go to heaven but they
get there by a close shave

EWe
get 1

ask

¬

THE GIFTED HOMER

When Homer lived and drew his breath no city would ac-

knowledge him but seven claimed him when King Death came up
behind and doused his glim live wondered why town after town
in those effulgent vanished days would turn the good old poet
down and laugh tb scorn his handsome bays But lately an in

quiring soul while digging in an ancient tomb dug up a yellow
faded scroll which he translated in his room The writer crum-
bled now to ages numbered with the dead goes on to say
Id like to bust old Homers batinfested head I meet him at all

sorts of times and time be sees me come he starts reciting
bughouse rhymes that always put me on the bum He packs
around a manuscript and when he meets a bunch of gents he reads
until he has them hipped and feeling much like thirty cents
Twelve times weve chased him out of town a dozen times he
hustled back and pulled some copy from his gown and put us all
upon the rack I meet him on the courthouse square he gets ant
when I milk the cow I rascal everywhere and so
take the hemlock now WAI MASON
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AT THE HOTELS
The railroad and the wheat farm are

moving up toward the Arctic CIrde said
Martin N a railroad engineer of
Toronto Canada at the New WJUard last
night The world Is not half so myste-
rious and wonderful ac rl vas to our
cestoc Beauty and the are
everywhere sacrificed to utility They
have to be

There are more people continued the
Canadian than there ever were before
and then they must live The bison is
not so good eating the stallfed ox
and he occupied more room than domestic
fed cattle Even venison is admitted to
be less of a delicacy than when it could
be had only by great landowners and
poachers God made the country and man
made the town but as man increases
in numbers beautiful farm lands must be
divided into town lots Mr Roosevelt
recorded his opinion that cowboys are
vastly more interesting than farmers and
mechanics but they aro not so useful
and the ranch must give way to the
farm as that in turn must yield to the
town The world is getting crowded But
even though that be so there is room
enough for millions and millions in Can
ada and we want them all to come
Canada has enough wealth for another
world and the future of that country is
yet to be written and you may rest as-

sured that It will be epochmaking
Canada added Mr Pepper win have-

a navy and an army This may sound
pedantic and meaningless on the sur-
face but if you consider for moment
the fascination that takes possession of
a country after it once has embarked-
on a military career the whole matter
takes on a more serious aspect What
does Canada want a navy for The Mon-
roe doctrine defends Canada against pos-
sible German aggression and from that
point of view therefore a navy is not
necessary What is the navy for then
There is no other power to menace Can
ada Japan is the ally of England and
therefore friendly to us Is Canadi-
an navy intended to be used against
American encroachment I dont know
Tm asking you

Speaking of manual training of chil-

dren Prof J H McMtchaei of Phila-
delphia who was seen at the Arlington
said that only oneseventh of the total
number of children in our public schools
ever reach the higher grades

We have our manual training schools
and colleges said Prof MeMlohael
but the trouble is not there We must

In some way train the children in the
lower grades atone industrial line

Pepper

in
cane

j

a

the

It

as

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

is that the real crux of the mat-
ter lies A Treat majority of these chil-
dren leave school under the age of fif-
teen years and are totally unfit to cope
with existing conditions They must be
taught in some degree in school to use
their hands What if they do fall back-
a trifle in spelling and composition

There exists in many quarters a great
misapprehension in regard to the manual
training schools added Prof McAUchael
The only difference between them and-

a regular high school is that they drop
Latin and Greek and take up shop In-

struction instead We hav graduated
almost 1 69 students not twentyfive of
whom an tradesmen They are busi-
ness men professional men professors-
in universities and clergymen Their
manual training made then better citi

and their academic trainingwas of
the first class

Not only that but a high achoooi that
incorporates manual training tote its cur-
riculum has greater holding power than
any other school Ton win see what

tell you
that today in Philadelphia 5sF boys
attend the three manual training
schools

name Pumice State might fairly
be given to Nebraska said Harry F
Williams at Omaha Nebr who was seen
at the National last night Practically
the entire State is overlaid by natural
deposits of this substance in all stages
of consolidation from fairly soul rock
to fine dust

Most an of the pumice produced In
the United States comes from Nebraska
It is a volcanic product continued Mr
Williams who is interested in the pumice
industry and its presence in such large
quantities in Nebraska and some adjoin
log States is evidence of former volcanic
activity in that region It is produced by
the rapid expansion of gases in lava dua
to sudden release of pressure which
either forces a light porous rock or ma
completely shatter the lava into dust In
which state It may be transported great
distances by wind and deposited in drifts

In the western part of Nebraska there
are impure masses of k probably depos-
ited in this way 100 feet or more in
depth The price of pumice is about ti23
a ton Nearly all of the pumice or the
volcanic ash used in the United State
is made into polishing powder or incor-
porated in abrasive soaps

Mr Bryan is Just as popular as he
ever was in our State and he has enough
influence with the Democratic party to
dictate or at least advise the next nomi-
nee for the Presidential ticket unless
he wishes to have his own name head the
ticket There is nothing like persever-
ance and If Bryan were nominated again
In 1912 I would not be surprised if h
would be elected The American people
admire perseverance and consistence ant
no one can accuse Mr Bryan of lacking
in either

The teacher of one of the rooms in a
school In the suburbs of Cleveland had
been training her pupils to anticipation
of a visit train the school commissioner
said George S Wells of Plttsburg at the
Shoreham At last he came and the
classes were called out to show their at
tainments

The arithmetic class was the first call-
ed and in order to make a good impres-
sion the teacher put the first question to
Johnny Smith the star pupiL

Johnny If coal Is selling at Si a ton
and you pay the coal dealer tti how
many tons of coal will be bring

Three was the prompt reply from
Johnny

The teacher much nmharrasseil said
Why Johnny that Isnt right
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anyhow M

I expect to lye long enough to see
Alaska have 1GJMW mhaottaaU said
Alexander J Thompson of that Terri-
tory and Seattle if Alaska were popu-
lated as thickly as tbe Scandinavian coun
tries continued Mr Thompson who is
at the RIgs it would have more than
20000000 people and I maintain it could
support that number as easily and com-
fortably as Norway Sweden and Den-
mark support their present population of
7600000 Alaska has four times the arable
land of theee countries and Hs great val-
leys will at no distant day be transformed
into productive farms and stock rancbes
The mineral wealth of the Territory
hasnt been scratched but I forbear to
speak of that lest I seem to exaggerate-
It Is a subject however about which ex-
aggeration is almost Impossible In the
mere Item of coal we have enough for
the worlds indefinite consumption and of
a quality equal to Pennsylvanias best

Where I live the climate is nearly like
that of Glasgow Scotland the year
round We have a district that contains-
an average of 20W people and the town
has waterworks electric lights mod other
uptodate facilities in the entire Ter-
ritory there are eleven dally newspapers

From the Buffalo

St Louis is about to have automobile
hearses The most pessimistic pessimist
we ever saw didnt even ream of a
when we would have to dodge funerals

Mere Dodging
News
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